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14 December 1858

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. AJbertus C. Van
Raalte presided and Gerrit Wakker served as clerk [Walcker's minutes are much fuller usually than
were Van Raalte's], it was decided that deacons were separate from the elders but they were to
continue meeting together. Collections have fallen off in the afternoon service because some
members are now attending the "English service." Consistory acknowledged the bills owed P.
Zalsman and A. Vennema. Labots was appointed to review the membership roll. De Vries was
appointed administrator of the congregational school and to set up a separate fund for that
purpose. Van Raalte reported on his health and the stress he was experiencing due to heavy
duties because the consistory wondered if the rumor was correct that he was planning to take a
trip outside the country.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 81-83.
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A beginning has been made to improve the procedure, and it will soon be set in motion.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Wakker, and the singing of theyx
Comment: The above minutes 0Ould include the following decision of the consistory.
The president informed the assembly that the books of administration of the congregation
will be available for scrutiny/by every member of the congregation. See Deacon te Roller
from January 24 until Jamiaty 31, 1859.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of December 14, 1858
Absent due to illness: Brothers Hekhuis, Labots. De Vries was absent because of the
illness of his wife.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes of the previous meeting and the congregational meeting were
read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — The matter brought up at the previous meeting, namely, whether deacons
are members of the consistory, is now discussed. In general, this was answered in the
affirmative, although there can be situations in which an exception must be made. The
connection between elders and deacons must always remain distinct, and they need to
work together in good harmony and fellowship, helpful to one another, which will be
beneficial for the congregation.
ARTICLE 3 — The time for our public meetings was considered, because services in the
English language are held at the same time in the afternoon as the Dutch services. Some
of our members attend the English service, and this has resulted in a smaller collection.
After considerable discussion, and taking into consideration all of the circumstances, it
was decided for the time being to make no changes. The deacons are to provide the finds
expended as a result of the meetings in the English language.
ARTICLE 4 — In harmony with a decision of the previous meeting, concerning the
seating of students, it was decided, out of respect for the Rev. van Vleck, who wished that
there would be no change, to permit the students the places they currently occupy.
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ARTICLE 5 — A discussion took place concerning individuals who are to be considered
by the congregation for elders. Because this is a serious matter, it was decided to give
further reflection to the procedure. Among those who were considered to be suitable for
this serious calling were the members Kamper and the current deacon, Wilterdink.
ARTICLE 6 — At the request of P. Zalsman and Co. and A. Vennema, they were given a
written statement acknowledging a debt incurred on behalf of the congregation. The first
bill was for $128.80 and the last for $25.20. The preexisting condition for repayment
called for the congregation's current debts to be paid before these bills. The clerk was
assigned the task to present this acknowledgment of debt in conformity with the contract,
with the addition of interest for that period, which was to begin on the date of placement
in the treasurer's books. (See minutes of May 8, 1858.)
Note: In the margin of Article 6, the following is written: The amount which is
mentioned here was accounted for by te Roller in the sum of $154.00 and in the minutes
of May 7, 1858, the figure is $154.51.
ARTICLE 7 — Brother Ploeg reports from his committee concerning the law about
eligible purchasers of government lands. He presents a copy of the law, and it appears
that some of the purchasers, either through ignorance or wrong motivation, have without
question sworn falsely, which will inevitably have consequences. It was, therefore,
decided to give publicity to this affair for reasons of conscience. The clerk was assigned
the task as a private individual to rectify the matter if he is able to do so.
ARTICLE 8 — The president informs the assembly that the committee re the minutes of
the congregational meeting included the monies in the care of the pastor, as well as the
question concerning Brother te Roller. Received for information.
ARTICLE 9 — Transfers of membership were given to Eelke van Aarendonk to Grand
Haven; Gerrit Jan Hofman, and Gerrtruide Hofman, nee Veeneklaasen, to Overijsel; and
later also to Aaltje van Malsum, dated October 16, 1858.
ARTICLE 10 — Brother Labots was appointed with the pastor to review the membership
roll and to make the necessary additions and changes so that everything can be complete
and remain in good order.
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ARTICLE 11 - Brother de Vries was appointed to be administrator for the congregational
school, and to set up a separate fund for this purpose. The president, on behalf of the
consistory, expresses thanks to Brother te Roller for his faithful efforts on behalf of the
provisional administration. The president requests him to turn over the books, monies,
and all things in connection with the fund to the newly appointed administrator. Brother
te Roller promises to do so.
ARTICLE 12 — The president is asked whether there is any grounds for the rumors that
he is considering a trip outside the country for the purpose of leaving the congregation.
He is also asked what the consistory is to make of a comment made by him that it would
be pleasant if the congregation had expressed thanks to him for his pastoral leadership.
Rev. van Raalte replies that the time is not right to make any statement concerning this.
He acknowledges that for some time he has been much in prayer to the Lord, because of
the multifaceted pastoral responsibilities in this time when his physical condition is weak.
The ongoing stress, in his opinion, has contributed to this, and frequently makes it
difficult to accomplish his work. He has wondered if it might not be necessary to find
means for, at least, a period of rest and relaxation. However, he has made no definite
decision, nor does he wish to do so, unless, in God's directing providence, clarity is given
him. In any case, he will take no steps in that direction without giving prior notice to the
consistory. He does judge, however, that the consistory should take to heart this difficult
position and to do more to prevent the possibility of his collapse. After various views
were expressed, the meeting was closed by Brother Wilterdink.

A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker

